In the course of our ongoing studies on bioactive metabolites from marine organisms of North Sulawesi, we found that the MeOH extract of a soft coral Nephthea sp. inhibited the colony formation of Chinese hamster V79 cells (100% inhibition at 50 mg/ml). This bioassay reflects the direct action of compounds on the cells.
4-acetoxy-2,8-neolemnadiene-5-one (7), 7) and 11,12-dihydroxy-6,10-eremophiladiene (8). 8) Compound 1 was obtained as a colorless oil and gave the [M] ϩ ion at m/z 250 in the EI-MS. The molecular formula (C 16 H 26 O 2 ) was deduced from HR-EI-MS and NMR data (Table 1) C-NMR spectra of 1 were very similar to those of 2-deoxylemnacarnol, 3, 5) except that methoxy signals were observed at d H 3.28 and d C 48.6 in the spectra of 1. HMBC correlation was detected from d H 3.28 (H 3 -16) to d C 110.7 (C-7) in the HMBC spectrum of 1. Therefore, 1 was assigned as a 7-O-methyl derivative of 2-deoxylemnacarnol. NOE correlations were observed between H-6/H 3 -16, H-6/H 3 -13, H-6/H 3 -14, H 3 -13/H 3 -15, and H 3 -14/H 3 -15 in the NOESY spectrum of 1 (Fig. 2) . The relative stereochemistry of 1 was the same as that of 2-deoxylemnacarnol. 3, 5) Although reliable specific rotation of 1 was not obtained because the compound was decomposed after the measurement of NMR spectra, 1 may have an identical absolute configuration as 2-deoxylemnacarnol since the specific rotations of 4-8 were identical to those of the reported values. Thus, the structure of 1 was determined as 2-deoxy-7-O-methyllemnacarnol (Fig. 1) .
Compound 2 was isolated as a colorless oil. mined from HR-EI-MS and NMR data ( Table 2) . Although reasonable specific rotation could not be obtained because the compound was decomposed after NMR measurement, the absolute stereochemistry of 2 may be identical to those of 1 and 2-deoxylemnacarnol. Consequently, the structure of 2 was identified as 2-deoxy-12a-ethoxy-7-O-methyllemnacarnol (Fig. 1) .
Compound 3 was purified as a colorless oil. HR-EI-MS and NMR data ( Therefore, the structure of 3 was elucidated as 2-deoxy-12a-methoxy-7-O-methyllemnacarnol (Fig. 1) .
Bioactivity of compounds 1-3 could not be examined because the compounds decomposed during recovery from NMR tubes. The colony formation of V79 cells was inhibited by 8 with the EC 50 value of 7.0 mM, but 4-7 were not active against V79 cells (EC 50 Ͼ20 mM). Compound 8 was isolated as a cytotoxic component of the Micronesian soft coral Lemnalia africana and showed growth inhibitory activity against P388 at 1 mg/ml (4.2 mM) and CV-1 at 10 mg/ml (42.4 mM).
7)

Experimental
General Procedures Optical rotations were measured on a JASCO DIP-370 Digital Polarimeter. UV and IR spectra were recorded on a Hitachi U-3310 spectrophotometer and a Perkin-Elmer Spectrum One FT-IR spectrometer, respectively. NMR spectra were measured on a JEOL AL 400 NMR spectrometer. Mass spectra were obtained by a JEOL JMS-MS 700 mass spectrometer (EI or FAB mode with m-nitrobenzyl alcohol or glycerol as the matrix).
Soft Coral Nephthea sp. was collected by scuba diving at a coral reef in Manado, Indonesia. The voucher specimen is deposited at the Faculty of Fisheries and Marine Science, Sam Ratulangi University as SC1.
Extraction and Isolation The soft coral was cut into small pieces and extracted three times with MeOH. The MeOH extract was evaporated, and 10 g of the residue was dissolved in MeOH-H 2 O (9 : 1, 200 ml) and extracted with n-hexane. The lower layer was evaporated to remove MeOH, diluted with water, and extracted successively with EtOAc and n-BuOH. Hexane and EtOAc extracts showed 100% inhibition against the colony formation of V79 cells at 50 mg/ml. The hexane extract (1.5 g) was separated by a SiO 2 column with n-hexane-EtOAc (gradient elution) into four fractions. Fractions 1 and 2 showed bioactivity against V79 cells (100% at 50 mg/ml) and were subjected to HPLC (ODS, MeOH-H 2 Oϭ4 : 1) to give compounds 1 (3.2 mg), 2 (20 mg), and 3 (4.4 mg) from fraction 1 and 4 (38 mg), 6 (10 mg), and 7 (15 mg) from fraction 2. Compounds 5 (3.9 g) and 8 (4.2 mg) were isolated from the EtOAc extract (0.4 g) by SiO 2 column chromatography (n-hexane-EtOAc, gradient elution) followed by HPLC (ODS, MeOH-H 2 Oϭ3 : 1).
2-Deoxy-7-O-methyllemnacarnol ( Eagle's Minimum Essential Medium (MEM) (Nissui Seiyaku Co., Ltd., Tokyo, Japan) with 10% heat-inactivated FBS. Two hundred cells were seeded onto a 60/15 mm Petri dish in 4 ml MEM with 10% FBS and incubated overnight at 37°C. Samples were dissolved in DMSO, and 4 ml of each sample were added to the dish, and incubated for another 4 d. The numbers of colonies in the sample dishes were counted and compared with those in the control dishes. The relative plating efficiency of the sample against V79 cells at 50 mg/ml was described as the ratio of the number of colonies in the sample dish to that in the control culture. 9, 10) 
